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Facilitating food
redistribution whilst
ensuring food

safety through changes
to Regulation (EC) No
852/2004

3 MARCH / 2021

The European Commission revised the Regulation (EC) No
852/2004 on food hygiene with the aim to improve food
safety in the EU, by bringing EU standards into line with
new international standards (WHO Codex system), ensure
appropriate food safety measures are taken when food is
donated for charitable causes and reduce food waste, as
part of the European Green Deal.

On 3 March 2021 the Commission Regulation (EU) 2021/382
was adopted with the aim of amending the Annexes to
Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European Parliament
and the Council on the hygiene of foodstuffs as regards
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32004R0852
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32004R0852
https://www.who.int/foodsafety/areas_work/food-standard/en/#:~:text=The%20Codex%20Alimentarius%2C%20or%20%22Food,by%20the%20Codex%20Alimentarius%20Commission.&text=Codex%20has%20worked%20since%201963,and%20ensure%20fair%20trade%20practices.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/382/oj

food allergen management, redistribution of food and food
safety culture.

The amendments concern, in Annex Il to Regulation (EC) No
852/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council on
the hygiene of foodstuffs, a new chapter on food redistribution
that addresses how the ‘use by’ and ‘best before’ dates shall
be applied in the context of food redistribution, while not
jeopardising food safety and which aspects shall be taken
into account when assessing food safety.
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This Regulation entered into force on the twentieth day
following that of its publication in the Official Journal of
the European Union (24 March 2021).

It is a Regulation, therefore a binding legilsative act. It must
be applied in its entirety across the EU and Member States
should modify their national legislation, if needed.

The Regulation is available in all EU languages here.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

The European Pillar of Social Rights -
turning principles into actions

4 MARCH /2021

The European Parliament, the Council and the Commission
proclaimed the European Pillar of Social Rights in 2017 at
the Gothenburg Summit. The Pillar sets out 20 key principles
and rights essential for fair and well-functioning labour
markets and welfare systems in the 21st century.

The Pillar is structured around three chapters: (1) Equal
opportunities and access to the labour market; (2) Fair
working conditions; (3) Social protection and inclusion.

The Commission has already presented several actions
deriving from the Pillar, such as the European Skills Agenda
(Principle 1), the Gender Equality Strategy (Principle 2), the
EU Anti-Racism Action Plan (Principle 3), a Youth Employment
Support package (Principle 4) and a proposal for a Directive
on Adequate Minimum Wages (Principle 6).

In the same week as the Pillar Action Plan, the Commission
is adopting a proposal for a Directive on Pay Transparency
(Principle 2) and a new Strategy for the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities 2021 - 2030 (Principle 17). More upcoming
EU actions in 2021 will include, among others, the European
Child Guarantee (Principle 11), a new Occupational Safety
and Health strategic framework (Principle 10), an initiative to
improve the working conditions for people working through
digital platforms (Principles 5 and 12), and an Action Plan
for the Social Economy.

The new impetus on social rights will use and reinforce the
momentum created by the ambitious €1.8 trillion EU long-
term budget and Next Generation EU recovery instrument.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0382&qid=1615028215365
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-investment/european-pillar-social-rights_en

They will provide EU funding opportunities to Member States
to support a strong Social Europe. This includes support
from the Recovery and Resilience Facility to fund coherent
packages of reforms and investments that respond to the
labour market, skills and social challenges identified in the
country-specific recommendations of the European Semester.

The , organised by the Portuguese
Presidency of the Council of the EU in May 2021, will focus
on how to strengthen Europe's social dimension to meet
the challenges of a fair, inclusive and resilient recovery,
and the green and digital transition. The Summit will be an

occasion to rally forces to renew, at the highest political
level, the commitment to implement the Social Pillar. The
Pillar Action Plan constitutes the Commission's contribution
to the Porto Social Summit.

The Pillar Action Plan builds on a broad public consultation
with more than 1.000 written contributions from Member
States, EU institutions and bodies, regions, cities, social
partners, civil society organisations, international
organisations, think tanks and citizens. In addition, the
Commission held dedicated webinars with over 1.500
individual stakeholders.

On 4 March 2021, the Commission set out
its ambition for a strong Social Europe that
focuses on jobs and skills for the future and
paves the way for a fair, inclusive and resilient
socio-economic recovery. The

outlines concrete
actions to further implement the principles of
the European Pillar of Social Rights as a joint
effort by the Members States and the EU, with
an active involvement of social partners and
civil society. It also proposes employment, skills
and social protection headline targets for the
EU to be achieved by 2030.

This is an opportunity for Europe to update
its social rulebook, while successfully
navigating the transformations brought about
by new societal, technological and economic
developments and by the socio-economic
consequences of the pandemic. The Commission
has already started to put the Pillar’s principles
into action, proposing initiatives such as Youth
Employment Support and Adequate Minimum
Wages in 2020. Today the Commission is also
presenting a

on Effective Active Support to Employment
following the COVID-19 crisis (EASE), to support
a job-rich recovery.

Executive Vice-President for An Economy that
Works for People, Valdis Dombrovskis, said: “Our
economic recovery must be inclusive, fair and
job-rich. That is why the Commission is proposing
an ambitious agenda for implementation of the
European Pillar of Social Rights and inviting
Member States to actively support employment
in the recovery phase following the COVID-19
crisis. With this, we want to signal the importance
of a gradual transition from emergency to
recovery policies for our labour markets, which
the EU will support through its available funding
sources - including the ESF+ and the Recovery
and Resilience Facility.” )

Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights, Nicolas Schmit, said: “The
European Pillar of Social Rights has been our reference point for building a
strong social Europe. Now we breathe new life into it, turning its principles
into actions. Creating jobs is one of our main priorities, and making sure
people have the right skills for those jobs. This is the objective of EASE.
We also have a collective duty to combat poverty in the EU and create an
inclusive society. We all have a role to play. | look forward to a renewed
commitment to social rights at the Social Summit in May.”

The Action Plan sets three headline targets for the EU to be achieved

by 2030:

1. Atleast 78% of people aged 20 to 64 should be in employment.

2. Atleast 60% of all adults should participate in training every year.

3. The number of people at risk of poverty or social exclusion should
be reduced by at least 15 million.
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The new 2030 headline targets are consistent with the UN Sustainable
Development Goals and set the common ambition for a strong Social
Europe. Together with a revised Social Scoreboard, they will allow the
Commission to monitor Member States' progress under the European
Semester. The Commission invites the European Council to endorse these
three targets and calls on Member States to define their own national
targets to contribute to this effort.


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_101
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-investment/european-pillar-social-rights/european-pillar-social-rights-action-plan_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-investment/european-pillar-social-rights/european-pillar-social-rights-action-plan_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_971
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_21_1024
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Kyriakides

EU Platform on Food Losses and Food
Waste - Speech by Commissioner
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18 MARCH / 2021

The 10th meeting of the EU Platform on Food Losses and Food
Waste was held virtually on 18 March 2021 and provided
the opportunity to discuss recent developments in food
loss and waste prevention across the EU, as well as on an
international level. The meeting kicked-off with an opening
statement by EU Commissioner for Health and Food Safety
Stella Kyriakides.

Ladies and Gentlemen, colleagues,

| am delighted to join you today to kick off this virtual
meeting of the EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste.

We are meeting as the world continues to grapple with an
unprecedented health crisis, which is taking a heavy toll on
the economy and society. The European Green Deal is at the
centre of our efforts to emerge from this current crisis and
to build back better with a green and sustainable recovery.

Our EU Farm to Fork Strategy and efforts to establish a
sustainable EU food system are essential in this. And EU
targets to reduce food waste will be important to deliver on

. Related documents:

.+ Read more on the Platform’s meeting here
i« Visit the website of the EU Platform on Food Losses :
- and Food Waste here :

the Strategy's ambition. All of us — the EU, Member States,
businesses and consumers — have a stake in tackling food
waste.

To better prepare Member States for a sustainable recovery
and underpin their commitments to green and digital
transitions, the EU's Recovery and Resilience Facility will offer
large-scale financial support for investment and reforms.
Here, Member States have a golden opportunity to include
food loss and waste prevention in their recovery plans. And |
would urge businesses to take similar steps. Member States
and businesses can also be part of the action to reduce
food loss and waste, thanks to the "target - measure - act”
approach.


https://www.eurofoodbank.org/en/what-s-new/2021-03-22-eu-platform-on-food-losses---waste:-stepping-up-action-to-fight-food-waste-in-the-eu-and-worldwide
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/eu_actions/eu-platform_en

With EU-wide monitoring of food waste levels, we will be
able to set targets to reduce food waste across the EU and
drive progress towards the target under the Sustainable
Development Goals to cut food waste in half by 2030.

The EU Platform on Food Losses
and Food Waste remains relevant.
It has helped guide our work at
EU level and has inspired further
action on the ground in the
Member States. We can all be
proud of the important milestones
we have reached together.

This year's UN Food Systems Summit is a chance to promote a
global transition to sustainable food systems — and reducing
food waste is a key focus. To stop wasting food, we must
stop wasting time. Ahead of the Summit, we are working
with international partners to define impactful actions for
countries, companies and consumers worldwide. Households
are the largest contributors to food waste around the world,
and the EU is no exception. It therefore makes complete
sense for consumers to be closely involved in transforming
our food system. We will engage with citizens through
dialogues to seek their input for the Summit's deliverables,
including solutions for cutting food waste.

We could also avoid food waste if it were easier for consumers
to understand what the dates marked on their food mean.
To help with this we will propose revising EU rules on date
marking by next year. Our legislative proposal will draw on
consumer behaviour research and an impact assessment,
which will include public consultations. | hope this Platform
will contribute with its input.

Last but not least, we will run a pilot project called the
European Consumer Food Waste Forum. This will see a
network of researchers and practitioners develop an
evidence-based collection of best practices to reduce
consumer food waste.

Ladies and Gentlemen, We are not yet on track to meet
the collective ambition we signed up to in the Sustainable
Development Goals. That is why we need concerted action
by both public and private actors, across the food supply
chain. It is also why we welcome the FAO's initiative to
develop a voluntary code of conduct on food loss and waste
reduction for all relevant stakeholders. Building on this, as
part of the Farm to Fork Strategy, we are developing an EU
Code of Conduct for responsible business and marketing
practices. This can include commitments to prevent food
loss and waste.

Transforming our food system will require innovative
solutions. For this, we will make support available from a
range of EU instruments, such as the LIFE Programme, Single
Market Programme, Horizon Europe, and entrepreneurship
programmes by the European Institute of Innovation and
Technology.

Ladies and Gentlemen, This shows just how relevant the EU
Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste remains. It has
helped guide our work at EU level and has inspired further
action on the ground in the Member States. We can all be
proud of the important milestones we have reached together.

We now have a chance to build on this excellent work.
Because this year, the Platform will have its mandate
extended for five more years. As a result, it will continue
to play an instrumental role in scaling up action to reduce
food loss and waste across the EU. Its key recommendations
will continue to show the way forward for all concerned.
With your help, we will fine-tune the new Platform's role
and aims, making it better equipped to support all players
in taking effective action to reduce food losses and waste.

Thank you for your work and for making the Platform an
example of best practice. | look forward to seeing it make
an even more impactful contribution.
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Commission proposes action to
uphold child rights and support
children in need

24 MARCH / 2021

On 24 March the European Commission adopted the first
comprehensive EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child, as well
as a proposal for a Council Recommendation establishing a
European Child Guarantee, to promote equal opportunities
for children at risk of poverty or social exclusion. In
preparation of both initiatives, the European Commission,
in association with leading global child rights organisations,
collected the views of over 10.000 children.

Background

President von der Leyen announced the European Child
Guarantee in her Political Guidelines for 2019-2024. The
European Child Guarantee complements the second pillar
of the Strategy on the Rights of the Child. It is also a key
deliverable of the European Pillar of Social Rights Action
Plan, adopted on 4 March 2021, and answers directly to
Principle 11 of the Pillar: Childcare and support to children.
The Action Plan proposes a target for the EU to reduce by at
least 15 million the number of people at risk of poverty or
social exclusion by 2030, including at least 5 million children.

The new European Child Guarantee

In 2019, almost 18 million children in the EU (22.2% of the
child population) lived in households at risk of poverty or
social exclusion. This leads to an intergenerational cycle
of disadvantage, with profound and long-term effects on
children. The European Child Guarantee aims to break this
cycle and promote equal opportunities by guaranteeing
access to a set of key services for children in need (under
18 year old at risk of poverty or social exclusion).
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/eu-strategy-rights-child_en
mmail.dods.co.uk/ls/click?upn=TBSpwH2f8GghBtOAM5wSPTGnVocZT8PUg6zG9QBW-2Beet17mdRwD6xC5QzlKMsYXWg16nwIblFSiDZG4IuVAkzus6So9zTOR9RyU5FE5YvOo-3DxuwD_qum3J-2FzVfacgT6oxc2JCIGpmu6FJB-2BV9IUm49lA2uPAxguECOoWovbtHlzCMFR3zNTW6gCDF17xZFvXmZ1Z7Juka0c6OXkDQ7F8fzMZupvi0XvOo4DZkHR-2Bi2bvXP5i7PEXgQGZYvZpGpYqAjGru2EAa4a-2BuwRkkQ2Xmne-2FHS3YG-2BLy7bCOxhE3oIf6Nx7tOLyfbfVgqHrRB0qWBs7IffAxqb3W58-2BX6G5iSXudBUMQ-3D
mmail.dods.co.uk/ls/click?upn=TBSpwH2f8GghBtOAM5wSPTGnVocZT8PUg6zG9QBW-2Beet17mdRwD6xC5QzlKMsYXWg16nwIblFSiDZG4IuVAkzus6So9zTOR9RyU5FE5YvOo-3DxuwD_qum3J-2FzVfacgT6oxc2JCIGpmu6FJB-2BV9IUm49lA2uPAxguECOoWovbtHlzCMFR3zNTW6gCDF17xZFvXmZ1Z7Juka0c6OXkDQ7F8fzMZupvi0XvOo4DZkHR-2Bi2bvXP5i7PEXgQGZYvZpGpYqAjGru2EAa4a-2BuwRkkQ2Xmne-2FHS3YG-2BLy7bCOxhE3oIf6Nx7tOLyfbfVgqHrRB0qWBs7IffAxqb3W58-2BX6G5iSXudBUMQ-3D
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_820
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_820

Under the European Child Guarantee, it is recommended
to Member States to provide free and effective access for
children in need to:

« early childhood education and care - for example, avoid
segregated classes;

+ education and school-based activities — for example,
adequate equipment for distance learning, and school
trips;

+ at least one healthy meal each school day; and

* healthcare - for example, facilitating access to medical
examinations and health screening programmes.

The Commission also recommends that Member States
provide children in need with effective access to healthy
nutrition and adequate housing. For example, children should
receive healthy meals also outside of school days, and
homeless children and their families should have access to
adequate accommodation.

When identifying children in need and designing their
national measures, Member States should take into
account the specific needs of children from disadvantaged
backgrounds, such as those experiencing homelessness,
disabilities, those with precarious family situations, a migrant
background, a minority racial or ethnic background or those
in alternative care.

EU funding to support these actions is available under the
European Social Fund Plus (ESF+), which finances projects
that promote social inclusion, fight poverty and invest in
people, as well as the European Regional Development
Fund, InvestEU, and the Recovery and Resilience Facility.

Vice-President for Democracy and Demography, Dubravka
Suica, said: "This new EU comprehensive Strategy on the
Rights of the Child is a milestone in our work for and with
children. We thank each and every child for their contribution
to this important initiative. It sends a message of hope and
it is a call to action throughout the EU and beyond. With
this Strategy, we renew our commitment to build healthier,
resilient and equal societies for all, where every child is
included, protected and empowered. The politics of today
and tomorrow are made both for and together with our
children. This is how we strengthen our democracies."

Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights, Nicolas Schmit, said:
"Even before the pandemic, 22% of children in the EU were at
risk of poverty or social exclusion. This should be unthinkable
in Europe. Over the past year, these pre-existing inequalities
have become even greater. We need to break this dangerous
cycle and make sure that children in need have access to a
healthy meal, education, healthcare and adequate housing,
no matter their background. The Commission stands ready
to support Member States in any way it can to make a real
difference to children's lives."
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Commissioner for Justice, Didier Reynders, said: "Every child
inthe EU is entitled to the same protection and access to key
services, regardless of their background. Yet 1 in 3 children in
the EU have experienced some form of differential treatment.
From unequal access to digital technology or socio-economic
support, to a lack of protection from abuse at home, far too
many children need additional help. The new strategy we
are presenting today is a plan to provide this."

Next steps

The implementation of the EU Strategy will be monitored
at EU and national levels, and the Commission will report
back on progress at the annual EU Forum on the Rights of
the Child. An evaluation of the strategy will be conducted
at the end of 2024, with the participation of children.

The Commission calls on Member States to swiftly adopt
the proposal for the Council Recommendation establishing
a European Child Guarantee. Within six months after its
adoption, governments are encouraged to submit to the
Commission national action plans on how to implement it.
The Commission will monitor progress through the European
Semester and issue, where necessary, country-specific
recommendations.

. For more information: :
i« Webpage & Factsheets: EU Strategy on the Rights
f of the Child & European Child Guarantee :
{«  Questions and Answers :
: «  Pressrelease “Children speak up about the rights and
the future they want”
: «  Our Europe. Our Rights. Our Future. Report in full /
Summary Report here
i « Latest information on the European Pillar of Social
Right Action Plan
-+ EU Strategy on the rights of the child: Child friendly :
5 version



https://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?catId=62&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/13th-european-forum-rights-child-towards-eu-strategy-rights-child-2020-sep-29_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/13th-european-forum-rights-child-towards-eu-strategy-rights-child-2020-sep-29_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/rights-child/eu-strategy-rights-child-and-european-child-guarantee_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/factsheet-eu-strategy-rights-child_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/factsheet-eu-strategy-rights-child_en
mmail.dods.co.uk/ls/click?upn=TBSpwH2f8GghBtOAM5wSPTGnVocZT8PUg6zG9QBW-2Beet17mdRwD6xC5QzlKMsYXW6UwV-2BVgcY3VBUUrHIEJ6Jnz5RK3wKU5ImwzYDIKqJts-3Dxupo_qum3J-2FzVfacgT6oxc2JCIGpmu6FJB-2BV9IUm49lA2uPAxguECOoWovbtHlzCMFR3zNTW6gCDF17xZFvXmZ1Z7JrRdmdXQaUti1xIu2eRS1C-2Fpfqbd0mbEKvs0wzCHAZXF-2FZO4dpNjfDXbV6HK1YoDIgdvUFi8lJ4dnsdNXLPfnfNoEvra-2FJ3y2SUKRdz5zgnj4B4Tnam0tRAKu3IhlV0SmdBca4xHaftszhDl5TeT070-3D
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_21_1245
https://www.unicef.org/eu/press-releases/children-speak-about-rights-and-future-they-want
https://www.unicef.org/eu/press-releases/children-speak-about-rights-and-future-they-want
https://www.unicef.org/eu/reports/report-our-europe-our-rights-our-future
https://www.unicef.org/eu/media/1271/file/Summary_Report_-_%22Our_Europe%2C_Our_Rights%2C_Our_Future%22_.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-investment/european-pillar-social-rights/european-pillar-social-rights-action-plan_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-investment/european-pillar-social-rights/european-pillar-social-rights-action-plan_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/eu-strategy-rights-child-child-friendly-version-short_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/eu-strategy-rights-child-child-friendly-version-short_en
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FEAD, REACT-EU and ESF+ - Written

25 MARCH / 2021

The new Multiannual Financial Framework provides for an
increase in the budget allocated to the European Social Fund
Plus (ESF+) that includes a programme of aid for those most
in need. In addition, Member States will be able to mobilise
funding from the REACT-EU programme to support the fight
against poverty.

However, existing programmes mainly provide food and
material assistance to vulnerable people, or raise awareness
about good quality food, but do not provide financial
assistance for goods storage in the event of an increase in
inventories as a result of an increase in the number of people
in need during a health and financial crisis.

* Isthe Commission aware of this situation?

« Does it plan to provide financial support to help
associations rent or acquire premises in order to store
goods?

e If no direct financial support is planned, which other
mechanism does the Commission recommend?

Answer given by Mr Schmit (Commissioner for Jobs and Social
Rights) on behalf of the European Commission

The Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived (FEAD)
is successfully delivering assistance in 27 Member States,
complementing national efforts to address material
deprivation and combat poverty and social exclusion. Since
2014, roughly 13 million people on average have benefited
each year from its assistance.

The Commission is aware of the constraints faced by
associations and organisations in the delivery of aid to the
most deprived during the current COVID-19 pandemic. In
order to address this, the following Commission initiatives,
which have been endorsed by the European Parliament
and the Council, enable national authorities and partner
organisations to continue providing aid to the most deprived
in the current difficult situation.

Firstly, under the Recovery Assistance for Cohesion and the
Territories of Europe initiative (REACT-EU), Member States
have the possibility to increase the resources allocated to
the FEAD. Secondly, the FEAD Regulation was amended in
order to adjust the eligibility rules to the current context. The
storage costs incurred by partner organisations are eligible
for support under FEAD. These costs, together with other
costs borne by partner organisations, are reimbursed on the
basis of a flat rate. Thirdly, Member States may use technical
assistance to reinforce the capacity of partner organisations.
As FEAD is implemented under shared management, it is up
to the Member States to decide on the measures to be put
in place to assist partner organisations in the delivery of
support to the most deprived. Finally, under the European
Social Fund Plus, the flat rate for reimbursing the costs for
partner organisations, including storage costs, will be higher
(7% instead of 5%). This will allow to cover increased costs
by partner organisations.

European Food Banks Federation asbl - FEBA

Chaussée de Louvain 775, Brussels 1140, Belgium
+32 2 538 94 50 / info@eurofoodbank.org

This publication has received financial support from the European Union Programme for Employment and
Social Innovation “EaSI” (2014-2020). For further information please consult: http://ec.europa.eu/social/easi. The
opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the official position of the European Commission.



https://www.eurofoodbank.org/
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