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Information requirements for prepacked foods
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Language requirements

When food is donated, mandatory food information must be provided in the g ’ I ’
official language(s) of the country or a foreign language easily understood by . /
the consumers.

Date marking

‘Use by’ informs about food safety ‘Best before’ informs about food quality

Food donation is not allowed after the expiry of the Food donation is allowed after the expiry of the ‘best before’ date.
‘use by’ date. When redistributing food past the ‘best before’ date, it is the

Donors should ensure a sufficient shelf life in order to allow responsibility of the food business operator to guarantee

the safe redistribution and use by the final consumer. proper storage conditions and the integrity of packaging.

The case of eggs: Relevant EU legislation

Eggs have a ‘best before’ date
which is set at 28 days from
laying, but they can no longer be
sold at retail after 21 days from
laying.

Food donation is allowed after the
21-day limit, provided that the food
business operator processes the
eggs before making them available
to consumers.

(<) saving Food Together

EU guidelines on food donation focus on issues which #FoodDonationGuidelines #EUCircularEconomy #FoodWasteEU

need to be addressed at EU level. Where relevant, rules . .
and guidelines of Member States need to be also taken Download the EU guidelines on food donation in your language here:

into account. ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/eu_actions/food-donation_en



https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/eu_actions/food-donation_en

